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Virtual Contest 
The virtual contest for October is Caboose. 

Deadline for entries is 12 noon, Sunday, October 11, 2020. 
Deadline for voting is 12 midnight, Friday, October 16, 2020.  

 
All entries will be emailed to the Webmaster. (Webmaster@modelraildayton.com) The date/
time stamp of the webmaster’s email will determine if the entry was received in time. The 
deadline for voting will be 12 midnight (EDT) the Friday before the general meeting. All votes 
will be emailed to the Webmaster. (Webmaster@modelraildayton.com) The date/time stamp of 
the webmaster’s email will determine if the vote was received in time. 
 

Entries will be displayed on the Division 3 website. 

DAYTON TRAIN SHOW STATUS 
 
The Dayton Train Show Committee regrets to announce that due to the COVID 19 pandemic, the 2020 Dayton 
Train Show℠ originally scheduled for November 7 & 8, 2020 has been cancelled. There were multiple is-
sues:  the age of many of the show participants and attendees; the ever changing federal, state, and local regu-
lations concerning shows and exhibitions; and insurance availability.   We spent months making plans to ad-
dress these issues,  but various factors accumulated to the point where we determined that it was no longer fea-
sible to stage the show with any degree of certainty and do so safely for all concerned. 
We are now putting our efforts into planning the 2021 Dayton Train Show℠.  If you are a vendor, exhibitor, or 
are on the waiting list, you will soon be receiving a letter.  
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us via email at NMRA.Div.3@gmail.com. (Sorry, 
due to high call volume currently, please do not try to contact us by phone).  We are looking forward to No-
vember 6 & 7, 2021 for the next Dayton Train Show℠. 
 
The 2020 Dayton Train Show Committee 

"Correction:  The note and photo from the September Call Board "Note from Blake" was a mix up.  The note 
was confused with another article and was printed by accident.  Please disregard." 
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Contests 
    We have three categories each month.  You can enter Scratch Built,  Kit Bashed, or just plain Kit 
built.  This allows anyone to enter anything they are proud of and at any skill level.  Judging is by popular 
vote but if you wish to have your model judged by NMRA rules for the Achievement Program, we will 
make arrangements for you “on the spot” 

The coming contest schedule … 

 
October - Caboose 
 
January -  Open Loads 
February -   
March - Freight Cars 
April - Passenger Cars 
May -  Diesel Locomotives     
June -  Steam Locomotives 
July - Non-Revenue Cars 
August -   
September - Make it cheap (1-3-5 Dollar) 
October - Caboose 
November - Weathering 
December - Structures. 
 
 
 

September - Make it cheap (1-3-5 Dollar) 
Level One  $1 
First Place  Wil Davis 
Second Place  
 
Level Two $3   
First Place  Eric Zimmerman 
Second Place  Hans Schmellenkamp 
Third Place  
 
Level 3 $5 
First Place  
Second Place  
 
PHOTO     No Contest 
First Place      
Second Place  
  

First Place  Level 1-Wil Davis 

First Place Level 2 
Eric Zimmerman 

Second Place Level 2-Hans Schmallenkamp 
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A Short History of the (Modern) Colorado Central Railroad 
Eric Zimmerman 

Part 1 
 

To start, the “modern” Colorado Central railroad is my freelanced model railroad based in the northeastern 
plains of Colorado in the fall of 1959.  Because it is a freelance railroad, liberty was taken with the actual his-
tory of Colorado railroads to provide a plausible explanation of the railroad and its reason for being.  As Alan 
McClelland stated in his book “The V&O Story” creating a plausible reason for the model railroad to be, in-
cluding its route, traffic, interchanges, etc., creates a “history” of the railroad’s existence.   

The original (real) Colorado Central Railroad was incorporated in 1865 and in 1899, following numerous 
financial reorganizations; it became part of the Colorado and Southern railroad, a subsidiary of the Chicago, 
Burlington and Quincy (CB&Q) Railroad.  The right-of-way was eventually acquired by the Union Pacific 
Railroad.  While the “real” Union Pacific route is from Cheyenne, Wyoming to Denver, Colorado, history has 
been “modified” to permit the Colorado Central to follow this route changing it slightly in favor of travelling 
from Cheyenne to Aurora, Colorado along U.S. Route 85, by-passing the Denver and Rio Grande’s North 
Yard.  This then is the “modern” Colorado Central (CC).  I have chosen to build the northern end of this rail-
road. 

Originally intending to terminate in Santa Fe, NM, interchanging with ATSF, the early activity by the Fort 
Worth and Denver and the ATSF caused the railroad to re-evaluate the original decision and divert to Enid, 
OK as the terminus, taking advantage of the agricultural products available in southern Colorado and western 
Oklahoma. 

So, here is the fictitious history of my version of the modern Colorado Central. 
 
Early Years (1903-1941) 
 

Founded in 1903, the Colorado Central railroad (hereafter referred to as the CC) was established as a 
bridge route from Cheyenne to southern Colorado.  It was also expected to provide support to the agricultural 
areas of the eastern plains of the Colorado foothills.  The D&RGW and the Colorado and Southern (CB&Q) 

(Continued on page 4) 
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(Author's note):  I wrote the following article in November, 2008 for the newsletter for the Miami Valley 
Miata Club of which I was president at the time. The information is as valid now as it was back 
then.  Life  appeared to be simpler 12 years ago as we were getting ready to put on the Dayton Train Show at 
the Hara Arena.  Oh, for the good old days! 
 
Model Trains, A Lifelong Hobby 
 
You may have seen in the last newsletter that my birthday was October 12. Kathleen and I celebrated that 
birthday by driving the Miata to Rochester, New York for a visit with our son and his family. Other than visit-
ing with grandchildren, the highlight of that day was a ride on a real train excursion into the woods of New 
York to see the fall color change. It turns out that the passenger cars we rode in were originally from a famous 
New York Central Railroad passenger train called the Broadway Limited from 1947!  I was in my heyday. 
Family, trains, and Miata – it doesn’t get any better than this. The train ride, its associated museum, and the 
food we’re all fantastic, and the return ride to my son's house was magnificent as we drove along the Erie Ca-
nal during a spectacular sunset. And we stopped at a large train store on the way back! 
 
My interest in trains began, like so many other men my age, when my grandmother gave our family a Lionel 
train set for Christmas in 1952. The work that train did on my imagination was incredible. Over the next few 
years, my father added track, more equipment, and more trains. I vividly remember drawing pictures of trains 
in grade school and occasionally reading Model Railroader magazine. When I was 16, I sold a case of all occa-
sion cards to earn my first HO gauge train set. With that train set, my father and I built a layout on a 4 x 8 
sheet of plywood with scenery, mountains, and  buildings. During the next few years, I added all sorts of 
equipment to my collection. As with  most hobbies, I would pay attention to it off and on, but I never let it go. 
I can still remember, while Kathleen and I were dating, that while I was building a steam engine from  from a 
kit and working on the valve gear, Kathleen would threaten to make the rivets which were vital to assembling 
the valve gear, disappear! I lived that one in horror. 

(Continued on page 5) 

 
had headed into the mountains to exploit the mining needs leaving much of the high plains without adequate 
service. 
 

Progress continued through 1916 when the nation entered World War I.  The railroad was taken over by 
the USRA during the war, and the railroad’s equipment took a heavy beating.  Following the war the railroad 
invested in new motive power buying several 2-8-2 Mikados, more powerful new 2-8-0 Consolidations, and a 
single 2-6-6-0 which proved to provide insufficient power, to meet the anticipated needs of the future, replac-
ing the older motive power which was made up of 4-6-0s and 4-4-2 Atlantics, and earlier 2-8-0 Consolidations.  
New rolling stock including passenger equipment was also acquired.  The railroad progressed through 1929 
when the stock market crashed and the Depression began. 
 

As the Depression years passed the railroad continued to operate as a lifeline to the communities that it 
supported, bring goods to each community and delivering their products to various markets.  It also provided a 
primary means of transportation for people.  As the threat of war again loomed, and the President called for 
increased support to our future allies, the railroad effort began to rise to meet the challenge.  Diesel-powered 
switchers (Alco S1s) were acquired and a diesel-powered passenger engine, and Alco DL-109, was ordered.  
Ten RS-1s were also ordered in 1941, but they were sent to Russia and original order was not filled until late 
in 1943.  

In Part two, we will look at the post-war years (1941-1959). 

(Continued from page 3) 
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ZOOM Meetings 
As always, every month we have a Div 3 meeting.  However, due to Co-Vid, they are now online.  Zoom is the 
system we use to meet safely.  So, what is Zoom?  
         What is Zoom?  Zoom allows us to be face-to-face online.  Everyone with a camera is shown in a 
square, somewhat like Hollywood Squares.  If you don’t have a camera, you will be shown as being a black 
square with your name.  
         What is required?  A computer with Windows 7 or later operating system; or Mac OS X with Mac OS 
10-10 or higher.  .  Having a microphone and camera is really nice, but optional.  The mic and camera allow 
you to be seen and heard during the meeting.  They can be add-on accessories or a part of the computer.  How-
ever, without a mic and camera, you can still see the whole meeting and participate by text messages.  You can 
also Zoom on a laptop, iPad, tablet or phone.  

(Continued on page 6) 

 
As the years went by, my collection grew, always with the view in mind of building my dream layout. That 
dream almost came true in Virginia when I bought a great layout and planned to remodel it, but the realities of 
my job then prevented that from happening, and I sold that layout before we moved to Dayton, Ohio. We lived 
in two fantastic locations which made collecting easy: Springfield, Virginia, where I could attend train shows 
in Washington DC and Baltimore Maryland, and Belgium, where I had access to all kinds of trains from every 
European country we visited. My collection now probably totals 300 train sets in three different scales. 
 
Since we moved to Dayton, my involvement with the hobby has taken on a new dimension. I’ve become in-
volved with Division 3 of the National Model Railroad Association, the Dayton area model train club, and 
have held the elected positions of Assistant Superintendent, Chief Clerk, and Superintendent. Division 3 spon-
sors Ohio’s largest train show at the Hara Arena each fall, and this year I’m on the planning committee as the 
chief of publicity. It is no surprise that upon our return from New York, I became further engulfed with final 
plans leading to the Dayton Train Show at the Hara Arena on Saturday and Sunday, November 1 and 2, from 
11 to 5 on Saturday and 11 to 4 on Sunday. If anyone is interested in trains, there is something there for the 
whole family-- 21 running train layouts in all scales totaling over 70,000 sq feet, a completely scenicked N 
scale layout up for a raffle, the giveaway of four Thomas the tank engine train sets, and over 360 tables of 
trains, equipment, T-shirts, toys, and memorabilia for sale – remember Christmas is just around the corner! I 
am also very proud of the fact that we offer the Boy Scout merit badge in Railroading and have passed over 
500 merit badges to scouts in the recent years. So I offer this as a suggestion for a great weekend this weekend, 
and I invite all of you to the train show; consider jumping into your Miata, putting the top down, and heading 
to the arena for a great day of model railroading either Saturday or Sunday of this weekend. 
 
One final thought on our recent trip to New York: owning our Miata made this trip even better and a fantastic 
success. It performed flawlessly and certainly heightened the enjoyment of celebrating my birthday, visiting 
our children and grandchildren, seeing magnificent countryside, and combining the visit with my other pas-
sionate hobby-- trains. Kathleen and I both agree that weekends like this absolutely capture the essence of 
owning a reliable Miata. 
 
Rick Lach 
 

(Continued from page 4) 



 ===========  6  ===========  

         How do I get to the meeting?  Every month, the Friday before the meeting, I will send an email 
blast.  In the email blast will contain important information.  Close to the top of the email will be the meeting 
link, a code and a passcode.  If you are not receiving the email blast, check your spam folder.  If it is not there, 
consider that we may have an old email or no email at all.  Our starting place for emails is from the list of the 
email you sent to NMRA.  If you need to update your email, contact me at NMRA.Div.3@gmail.com. 
         How does it work?  From the email blast, click on the link.  Then follow the instructions.  There are a 
few simple steps and you will be placed in a waiting room.  Once in the waiting room, the host will admit you 
to the meeting (at times, there could be a slight wait).  NOTE:  you must use your real name to enter.  This rule 
is to prevent hackers, spammers and other undesirables from breaking in.  Each meeting will have a different 
link.  
         Can I invite guests?   Yes.  We welcome guests at Zoom meetings.  However, please do not send the 
link out in a mass email and please do not post it on social media.     
         The code and passcode?  Occasionally Zoom will ask for a passcode.  Just enter the passcode provided 
in the email blast.  Some people use a code and a different method of entry, so I provide that information as 
well. 
         New to Zoom?  Email me (NMRA.Div.3@gmail.com) and let me know you are ready to try Zoom.  I 
will set up a dry-run Zoom meeting and be on the phone with you as you follow the steps to get in for the first 
time.  Once you are through the first time, there are only a couple of steps to get in, but the first time there are 
a few more. 
         I’m a clinician and would like to do a dry-run.    No problem.  Just email me 
(NMRA.Div.3@gmail.com) and we will set it up to be sure your connection is good.   I will also show you 
how to show your power point (or other clinic format) to the group. 
         What else do I need to know? 

o    We can set up Zoom meetings for people you run trains with, layout tours, clinics, etc. You 
can get a free Zoom account with a limit of 45 minutes per meeting.  We have the advantage of 
a much longer time limit.  If you are interested, send an email to NMRA.Div.3@gmail.com 
asking to schedule a meeting and together we will work out a time and date.  You will receive 
the three items:  link, code and passcode.  You must use our host, but the host will not interfere 
with your meeting unless the rules are not followed.  The rules are basic:  mutual respect, no 
bullying and have fun!  From there you send emails to your participants.  

         How much will this cost?   No cost.  The group is paying for a subscription and we would like to use it 
as much as possible to serve our members and the model railroad community.  
         Further notes:  

o    I open all group meetings approximately 1 hour ahead for socializing and for those who 
need help.  I open all private dry-runs about 15 min early.    
o    Please avoid calling me by phone unless you are having problems with Zoom or in an emer-
gency.  The phone call volume is very high right now and there will be a significant delay in 
returning all calls.  

We are considering hosting a virtual event in place of the train show.  If you are willing to help by giving 
a clinic, giving a tour, or recruiting clinicians or tours, please contact me at NMRA.Div.3@gmail.com.  
 
Gail Yarnall 
 

(Continued from page 5) 
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Points of Contact 

Program Chairman 
Mike Mereness 

7781 Trailwind Dr 
Cincinnati, OH 45242 

(513) 794-1188 
Mmer2000@aol.com 

Company Store 
Paul Jenkins 

(937) 829-0897 
csj195810@yahoo.co

m 

Cincinnati Chapter 
NRHS 

nrhschapter@gmail.com 
 

Miami Valley Railfans 
Steve Fuchs 

(937) 253-9517 

Division Webmaster 
Dana Yarnall 
webmaster@ 

modelraildayton.com.   

Achievement Program 
Rick Lach 

ca-
boose46@sbcglobal.n

et 

Contests 
Tom Sorauf 

tsorauf@yahoo.com 

R. D. C. of the Gr. Co.  
Historical Society 

Dick Strous 
(937)372-5078 

rstrous@AOL.com 

DaytoN-Track 
Bill Carey 

(937) 376-2803 

Dayton Railway Historical 
Society 

George Vergamini 
(937) 436-5807 

verg3317@yahoo.com 

Bradford Ohio Railroad  
Museum 

Marilyn Kosier 
mkosier@rrohio.com 

www.bradfordrrmuseum.or
g 

Miami Valley Garden 
Railway Society 

Elaine Guscal 
(937) 667-5162 

Crossroads Railroad Club  
Dale Bartley 

(937) 307-7479 
www.crossroadsrr.com 

Miami Valley  
S-Gaugers 
Jon Goins 

jgoins@fuse.net 

Miami Valley  
Modular Railroad 

Ken Allen 
(937) 426-4165 

Division 3 Librarian 
Stan Sartell 

 
librarian@ 

modelraildayton.com 

Division Raffle 
Phil Gliebe 

philgliebe@aol.com 

  

Board of Governors 
The Board of Governors usually meets the first Monday of the month to conduct 
the business of the Division. Meetings will be conducted online until further no-
tice. Any member may attend and participate in the meeting. Please contact a 
board member to verify date and time. 

Board of Governors 

Superintendent 
Mark Stiver 
409 Telford Ave 
Dayton, Ohio 45419-3226 
(937) 298-0266 
mstiver@woh.rr.com 

Assistant Superintendent 
Gail Yarnall 
NMRA.Div.3@gmail.com 
937-301-0746 

Chief Clerk 
Dana Yarnall  
(937) 301-0746  
dyarnall462@gmail.com  

Past Superintendent 
Rick Lach 
420 Twelve Oaks Trail 
Beavercreek, OH 45434 
(937) 426-2015 
caboose46@sbcglobal.net 

Membership Chairman 
Gordon Carlson 
5761 Owl Ct 
Dayton, OH 45424 
(937) 609-1120 
gorhenca@gmail.com 

Call Board Editor 
J. Hedge 
11966 Lower Valley Pike 
Medway, Ohio 45341 
(937) 878-2391 
hedgejn@hotmail.com 

Ric Zimmerman 
370 Mapletrace Trail 
Dayton, OH 45458 
(937) 438-8582 
ezrails@att.net 
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Next Crew Call 

When: October 18, 2pm 
Where: 

Zoom 
Program: History of the CSX 

by Rick Lach 

Contest: 

Caboose 
Visitors and Guests Always Welcome 


