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Bank Parking 

Division 3, MCR, NMRA gathers the third Sun-
day of each month except August. Programs are 
open to all members of the NMRA and any one 
interested in railroads or railroad modeling. 

November Crew Call 
2pm 18 November 2018 

Green County Historical Society 
74 W. Church St, Xenia, Ohio 

Program:  
Contest: Weathering 
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Superintendent's Report for November, 2018 
 
Jack Sibert gave a very interesting clinic at the October meeting on running a locomotive on several short lines 
out of Cincinnati. I wasn't sure how it would work since we were told there would be no formal presentation, 
but mainly just a question and answer format. It worked out great. 
 
Tom and I talked about the contest and the decline in participation. I'm as guilty as anyone and am resolved to 
due better. November's contest is weathering and December is structures. I know we all have buildings and 
most of us have aged or dirty-uped some rolling stock, so let's bring in in and share it with the Division. These 
two contests have enjoyed strong entries in the past, so hopefully there will be more models on the contest ta-
ble. 
 
As you read this, our Train Show is past and I am confident it was another success. I hope everyone who was 
involved had a good time and found a treasure at the vendor tables. Thank you for being a volunteer and help-
ing with the show. At a recent BOG meeting, I said I feel the Train Show is Division 3's most valuable asset. 
Many of the other great things we do as a group to promote and bring the hobby to the public spring from the 
show. It is a result of the efforts of everyone who is involved, no matter what you do to help. It is appreciated. 
Special thanks need to be extended to Rick Lach, Gail and Dana Yarnall, Peter Guise, and Gordon Carlson for 
all the work they do before the Show. 
 
Finally, because of the Train Show, the November BOG has been moved from Monday after the show to Fri-
day, Nov. 9, at Rick Lach's. 
 
Mark Stiver 
Superintendent, Division 3, MCR, NMRA, Inc 
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Contests 
    We have three categories each month.  You can enter Scratch Built,  Kit Bashed, or just plain Kit 
built.  This allows anyone to enter anything they are proud of and at any skill level.  Judging is by popular 
vote but if you wish to have your model judged by NMRA rules for the Achievement Program, we will 
make arrangements for you “on the spot” 

The coming contest schedule … 

 
November - Weathering 
 
January -  Open Loads 
February -  No Contest 
March - Freight Cars 
April - Passenger Cars 
May -  Diesel Locomotives     
June -  Steam Locomotives 
July - Non-Revenue Cars 
August -  No Contest 
September - Make it cheap (1-3-5 Dollar) 
October - Caboose 
November - Weathering 
December - Structures 

Results for October 2018 

Caboose 
Level 1  Kit Built 
First Place   
 
Level 2  Kit Bashed 
First Place  Harold Boat 
 
Level 3  Scratch Built 
First Place   
   
PHOTO 
First Place  Rick Zimmerman 
   Paul Jenkins 

Photo by Ed Durkin 

First Place: Kit Bashed by Harold Boat 
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Phil Gliebe 

Introduction 
Several years ago, while I was still amassing much more in model railroad cars, locomotives, structure kits, 
etc., than I will ever need, I saw an advertisement in Model Railroader Magazine for a “3 in 1” gondola kit of-
fered by State Tool and Die Company, in Cleveland, Ohio.  Apparently this company specializes in kits for 
modeling the steel mill industry.  The kit was advertised for less than $25, so I figured I had little to lose by 
ordering one.  Well, when I received the kit, it looked “interesting,” but at the time I was working on other pro-
jects, so I set it aside, intending to get around to it “someday.” 
 
 

 
about 6 months ago, I ran across this kit while 
looking for something else, and decided to in-
vestigate the contents a little further.  Indeed, 
there were parts for three separate gondolas, 
and they could be built either as a high-side 
gondola, a low-side gondola, or a flat car.  If so 
inclined, you could actually built one of each!  
Included in the kit were trucks (Andrews style), 
No.58 (scale head) Kadee couplers and springs, 
and screws for the trucks and coupler box lids.  
The car (high-side gondola version) was obvi-
ously for steel mill heavy loads, but looked like 
it could also be used as a ballast car or gravel 
car, which also involved high density loads.  So 
I decided I could use a set of 3 cars for hauling 
ballast.  The following sections describe their 
construction. 

Basic Car Construction 
The main components of each car 
are the floor, end panels, and side 
panels made of styrene, as shown in 
Photo 1.  The basic car shell is easily 
assembled, taking care to remove 
any mold flash prior to assembly.  
For the first of the three cars I built, 
I thought I would detail the under-
side, so I made some center sills 
from styrene, then added a Tichy K-
style brake cylinder and a couple of 
brake lever arms and rods.  I also 
added side and end ladders, and a 

Easy - Peasy Ballast/Gravel Cars 
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brake wheel housing and wheel on the B-end of the car.  I also added grab irons and stirrup steps.  The car 
was painted light gray, and lettered for the Milwaukee Road.  The trucks and couplers were supplied with the 
kit, but I substituted metal wheel sets for the plastic ones.  I added weights to the car using some old MDC-
Roundhouse car weights left over from a previous kit-bash project.  I then painted the car interior flat black so 
the weights wouldn’t show when the car was empty. 

Completing the 3-Car Set 
For the second and third cars, I omitted the center sills and brake cylinder since the side panels covered up 
those details anyway.  I used thin steel weights made for Pinewood Derby cars that I purchased from Ace 
Hardware, and glued them (with ACC) to the underside of the car.  These two cars were then detailed like the 
first one with ladders, brake wheel, grab irons and stirrup steps.  They were painted light gray and lettered for 
the Milwaukee Road just like the first car. 

Ballast Loads For The Cars 
I built ballast loads for these cars by shaping 
a piece of one-inch thick insulation foam 
board with an Exacto knife and an Emery 
board.  I glued a steel washer to the under-
side so that the loads could be easily re-
moved without handling the car itself using 
a magnet.  The top sides of the loads were 
then painted a gray close to the ballast color 
using a craft acrylic paint.  When the gray 
paint was thoroughly dry, the loads were 
coated with a thick layer of Alene’s Tacky 
Glue, and then ballast was sprinkled onto 
them while setting in a tray.  After the glue 
had dried, the loose ballast was shaken from 
the loads, and “recycled” for later use. 
 
This was an easy project which gave me a unique set of ballast cars.  Although I don’t know of any prototype 
for these cars, they look believable, and were fun to build.  If you are interested in trying this, the web site for 
State Tool and Die Company is: 
 

www.statetoolanddie.com 
 

The kit used was a 3-in-1 DFG Mill Gondola Kit, no. CMA-775, advertised at $26.90.  Their address is: 
 
State Tool and Die 
4780 Briar Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 44135 
Phone no. 216-267-6030 
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Division 3 Car Project 
 
The new Allen McClelland covered hoppers are in.  There are 4 different car kits:  two kinds with two num-
bers each.  The car kits go for $20 each.  Our first offering of the car kits was at the Oct 21 meeting to mem-
bers.  Then they will be offered to the public at the train show.  Note that we only bought 50 of each of the 
four (a total of 200 car kits) and when they are gone, they are gone.  Don’t miss this opportunity! 

G M&O Depot  
Mobile, Alabama 

Open Operating Sessions 
The Darke County Model Railroad Club is inviting anyone who is interested in operating their layout to join 
them. They meet on the second Sunday of the month, starting at 1:00 pm. There is plenty of parking and lots 
of fun. They are located at: 

405 1/2  S. Broadway 
Greenville, Ohio 
(Second Floor) 


