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The next Crew Call is 2pm on Sunday, October 16, 2016
Greene County Historical Society
74 W Church Street
Xenia, Ohio
Program:

Dayton Depot
by Mike Mereness
Contest:

Caboose

Bank
Parking

Division 3, MCR, NMRA gathers the third
Sunday of each month except August. Programs are open to all members of the NMRA
and any one interested in railroads or railroad
modeling.

Division 3 Website: www.modelraildayton.com
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SUPERINTENDENT’S COMMENTS FOR OCTOBER 2016
This is no ordinary end of summer and beginning of fall: as mentioned
last month we are in the midst of planning an all new Dayton Train Show.
We are just a month away now, and all the necessary last minute details
are coming together; we have started planning our annual Model Railroad
TRAINing Day; and we continue to work on making ourselves available
and telling our story to the public during the holidays.
Congratulations:
Bob Fink Presents Harry Noble with his Golden Spike Certificate

Several months ago we submitted
the forms for the Golden Spike
Award for Harry Noble and Harold
Boat. The approved certificates
finally arrived, and Bob Fink presented the Golden Spike Award to
Harry Noble at the September general meeting. We will present Harold his certificate at a future meeting. Congratulations to both on
their accomplishments. We encourage all members who have
built layouts to consider documenting those skills to the achievement
program and be recognized. See
Ron Sturgis for help in obtaining the forms and other necessary paperwork.
In case you missed the September general meeting, we also congratulated Mike Mereness and Wil Davis for
conducting an outstanding Bus Trip in August to 6 magnificent layouts in the Cincinnati area.
We continue to move people around in our leadership positions to get the most efficient benefit from their
willingness to volunteer. Thanks to Curt Caden for stepping up to be the Maintenance Supervisor for our travelling Loop Layout and Phil Gliebe for volunteering to take over the monthly raffle. Both of these are vital
positions to our operation. We are still in need of a Business Manager for The Dalmatian Switching District.
If you would like to be involved in the operation of our large travelling layout, please see J. Hedge or any
member of the Board of Governors. We would love to have the public run trains on this layout during the
holidays at either a mall or the USO on Wright-Patterson AFB, but we need someone to handle the scheduling
and business side of doing this.
41st Annual Dayton Train Show:
Planning for this year’s show in a brand new venue, almost at the last minute, has been like no other. We are
now one month out from on our train show. Our last-minute train show planning committee has done an ex(Continued on page 3)
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cellent job in contacting and making arrangements for vendors and exhibitors, and we are making the final details for all aspects of the show. We now need division volunteers to help with the actual train show on November 5 & 6 in the following areas: 2 front desks; full time announcer; management of the drawing tables;
Division 3 booths to include membership and our loop layout and test track, and consignment tables; security;
Friday set-up and Sunday take-down -- to name the big ones. We mentioned the volunteer list last month and
will finish it at the October General Meeting. Think about volunteering where you can help, and we certainly
would enjoy the help of your spouses. Come and satisfy your curiosity regarding our new train show venue.
Future Events:
Just to let everyone know, the train show is not the only event in town that we plan to do in the near future.
On December 8, we again will take the Loop Layout to participate in the University of Dayton’s Christmas on
Campus program for underprivileged kids; we would like to run the Dalmatian Switching District for some
facet of the public during the holidays; and we have scheduled our Model Railroad TRAINing Day for March
17, 2017. We also announced that we will again do our Tug-O-War and Hill Climb events at that March
meeting.
Miscellaneous:
As an aside, it becomes an increasingly more difficult challenge for Mike Mereness, our Programs Director, to
come up with a fresh feature presentation each month. In the past, we have gone outside the division for
speakers; we have done field trips; and we have tapped the expertise within the division. Recently, the call
has been to hear what our division members have to say. We have heard from Phil, Wil, and Eric. So for last
month, I decided to throw my hat into the ring and speak on Passenger Trains. I put together what I thought
was a reasonable perspective, and although I felt very intimidated regarding the vast knowledge on train topics
by our members, I felt that the presentation generated some thought and rekindled many passions among our
members regarding those magnificent passenger trains of yesteryear and your experiences. It turns out that
everyone has a favorite passenger train story. The bottom line here is that making a presentation is not as fearful as it seems, and that each of our members has some aspect of this hobby that would be of interest our
membership. Why not step up, organize your thoughts, and tell the group what you like, what you do, what
you are good at! We would love to hear from you.
The next BOG Meeting is scheduled for October 3rd at the home of Rick Lach. Please forward any comments
or ideas you wish discussed to me before that date.
I am aware of one immanent train show other than ours: Division 7’s Train Show at Lakota from 8-9 October.
And finally, we hope to see everyone at the October 16 General Meeting at the Greene County Historical Society building at 2 PM. The feature presentation will be on the Dayton Train Depot by Mike Mereness. See
you at the Greene County Historical Society on October 16.
THINK TRAIN SHOW!!
Rick Lach
Superintendent
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Contests
We have three categories each month. You can enter Scratch Built, Kit Bashed, or just plain Kit
built. This allows anyone to enter anything they are proud of and at any skill level. Judging is by popular
vote but if you wish to have your model judged by NMRA rules for the Achievement Program, we will
make arrangements for you “on the spot”
The coming contest schedule …
Results for September 2016

Make it cheap (1-3-5 Dollar)

October - Caboose
January - Open Loads
February - No Contest
March - Freight Cars
April - Passenger Cars
May - Diesel Locomotives
June - Steam Locomotives
July - Non-Revenue Cars
August - No Contest
September - Make it cheap (1-3-5 Dollar)
October - Caboose
November - Weathering
December - Structure

LEVEL 1
First Place
Second Place

Harry Noble
Harry Noble

LEVEL 2
First Place
Second Place

Bob Fink
Harry Noble

LEVEL 3
First Place

Gordon Carlson

Diorama Tip #4
Summer is over, let's get to work on those dioramas for the contest in March. Want to add a little pizazz to
your diorama? Try adding a wood structure. There are numerous laser-cut kits out there for very reasonable
prices. Wood kits look more realist than plastic kits molded to look like wood. They will add some class to
your diorama that people will notice.
DINING BY RAIL
The Railroad Display Committee of the Gr. Co. Historical Society will be having our seventeenth annual “Dining by Rail” dinner on November 12 at 6:30 in Xenia. This is a dinner prepared from the actual receipts from the railroads and made mostly in the same way they were prepared years ago.
The room will have a railroad theme with the porters and conductor at your service. It is a buffet dinner with a pork item and turkey for the main course. There will be entertainment, door prizes and more for you
enjoyment. Of course you will be able to visit any part of the building you like withour train layout in operation.
Tickets are on sale now for $25.00 per person and it is limited seating. You my call 937-372-4606 for
more information and mail payment for tickets to:
GCHS
74 W. Church St.
Xenia, Oh. 45385
Make checks payable to GCHS…memo..DBR Tickets. Tickets will be held for you at the door.
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Layout Photos from August Bus Trip

